VIII. Children Work for Better Homes and
Housing
CHILDREN "KEEP" HOUSE
Research corroborates the observation that children do
housework. One research study reveals that boys and girls of
nine years helped with fourteen different housekeeping activi-
ties, and also that, as they mastered the skills for doing them,
the activities became chores and disliked. Other data from
this study of likes and dislikes of home participation in house-
keeping suggest that nine- and ten-year-olds like best the
housekeeping and personal regimen experiences, while chil-
dren from eleven to thirteen years of age take greater pleasure
in handling foods and preparing meals.1 Variety in tasks
seems to be one way to interest preadolescents in taking part
in homemaking.
If the young child is introduced to housekeeping routines
at school as a part of his first social experiences where he is
permitted to plan and carry out some of his duties alone or
in cooperation with other children, pride of accomplishment
results rather than a feeling of dislike. For example, interest
may be enough to carry a class group through the good time
of a party for which they have planned details of games, re-
freshments, and entertainment for the guests. The test of
cooperation and responsibility learned frequently lies in the
clean-up period and the prompt return of borrowed articles.
The children need guidance in summarizing such events so
that their successes may receive social approval and failures
may serve as the basis for new pfenning.
Many children must help with routine tasks at home.
Hanging up clothes one has taken off, leaving the bathtub
*E<3itha Luecke, Factors Related to Children's Participation in Certain
Types of Home Activity, pp. 60-64,
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